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UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE
 

CHAPTER 6. DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
 

Article 6.17. Signage Standards
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Sec. 6.16.1. Purpose & Intent
 

The intent of this Article is to encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication while 
maintaining the City’s aesthetic environment by ensuring compatibility of signs with the area surrounding them. 
The sign regulations are not intended to censor speech or to regulate viewpoints. The purpose of these 
regulations is to:
A. Provide each sign user an opportunity for adequate identification while guarding against excessive 

advertising and the confusing proliferation of signs by regulating the time, place and manner under which 
signs may be displayed.

B. Ensure signs are in harmony with the building, the neighborhood (both existing commercial and residential 
or existing or proposed), and other signs in the area by eliminating sign clutter and promoting compatibility, 
proportion, simplicity, design quality, and sign effectiveness.

C. Protect the safety of motorists and pedestrians by minimizing the distraction of excessive and intrusive 
signs as well as to protect the life, health, property, and general welfare of residents and visitors.

(Ord. 081919C, 08/19/2019)
Effective on: 8/19/2019

Sec. 6.16.2. Applicability
 

A. Signs Allowed
The sign standards provided in this Article are intended to apply to all types of signs in all zoning districts. 
The only signs permitted are those stated in this Article; all other signs are prohibited unless otherwise 
stated within the UDO.

B. New Zoning District
If a new zoning district is created after the enactment of this Article, no signs shall be allowed until this 
Article is amended to govern the new zoning district.

C. Official Signs
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Nothing contained in this Article shall prevent the installation, construction, or maintenance of official traffic, 
fire, or police signs, temporary traffic-control signs used during construction and maintenance of utility 
facilities, and substructure location and identification signs required to protect these facilities, devices, and 
markings of the state Department of Transportation, Director, Council, or of other competent public 
authorities, or the posting of the notices required by law.

D.  Viewpoint Neutrality
1. No sign or sign structure shall be subject to any limitation based upon the viewpoint of the message 

contained on such sign or displayed on such sign structure.
2. Signs shall be regulated in a manner that does not favor commercial speech over noncommercial 

speech and does not regulate protected commercial speech by message content.
(Ord. 081919C, 08/19/2019)
Effective on: 8/19/2019

Sec. 6.16.3. Sign Permit Required
 

A. It is unlawful for any person to place, alter, or to permit the placement or alteration of a sign, including 
painted signs, upon any lot without first obtaining an approved sign permit application from the Department 
(see also Sec. 10.2.18. Sign Permit). Signs that are exempt from this requirement are listed in the Sec. 
6.17.4. Exempt Signs below.

B. When a sign permit has been issued, it shall be unlawful to change, modify, alter or otherwise deviate from 
the terms and conditions of said permit without prior approval of the Department. A written record of such 
approval shall be entered upon the original permit application and maintained in the files of the Department.

C. A permanent sign permit shall not be issued before a change of use, change of occupancy, or tenant finish 
permit application has been filed.

Effective on: 7/20/2018

Sec. 6.16.4. Exempt Signs
 

The following types of signs are exempt and do not require a permit in accordance with this Article:
A. Corner stone signs up to nine (9) square feet per face that are carved into stone, concrete, or similar 

material or made of bronze, aluminum, or other permanent type of construction and made an integral part 
of the structure.

B. Signs on an ATM up to 20% of the entire ATM machine.
C. Artwork, murals, sculpted elements, and the like as be reviewed and confirmed by the Director.
D. One corporate flag, provided it is flown in conjunction with a United States of America flag, per site.
E. Decorations for holidays and special events such as birthdays, anniversaries, etc., not associated with 

community events and promotional sales. Special Events associated with community events and 
promotions sales shall require a sign permit and shall comply with this Article.

F. A change to the sign copy or panel replacement in a manner that will not alter or relocate the sign structure 
in any manner is exempt.

G. Maintenance-Painting, repainting, cleaning and other normal maintenance and repair of a sign or a sign 
structure that does not include a structural change.

H. Public safety, traffic control and other signs established on City owned property or within the right-of-way 
that have been reviewed and approved by the City.

I. Pond safety signs in accordance with Sec. 8.5.4 Pond Safety Signs on public or private property where and 
when required by the UDO.

J. Window signs in accordance with Sec. 6.17.9.D. Window Signs.
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Effective on: 7/20/2018

Sec. 6.16.5. Prohibited Signs
 

A. No sign or other advertising device with visible moving parts or with flashing, animated, or intermittent 
illumination shall be erected.

B. No sign or sign structure shall be erected at any location where it may interfere with, obstruct the view of, or 
be confused with any authorized traffic control sign, signal or device. No rotating beam, beacon, or flashing 
illumination resembling any emergency lights shall be used. No sign shall emit any form of sound or 
sounds.

C. No permanent sign shall contain any fluorescent paint or the like, including mirrors, which has the effect of 
intensifying reflected light.

D. No sign of a permanent or temporary nature shall be affixed to any fence, tree, or any utility structure.
E. Ribbon, pennants, balloons, streamers, strings of light bulbs, spinners, feather/promotion flags or any other 

advertising device is prohibited unless otherwise allowed in the UDO.
F. No sign structure shall obstruct any window, door, fire escape, stairway, or any opening intended to provide 

air, egress, or ingress for any building or structure.
G. No sign shall be placed within the City of Fishers right-of-way other than traffic and designation signs or 

others approved by the City of Fishers or their designee.
1. Exemptions: The following signs are exempt from the prohibition on placement in the right-of-way so 

long as they do not obstruct any traffic or designation signs or obstruct the view of drivers on City of 
Fishers streets:
a. Government signs that are placed by government officers in the performance of their official duties;
b. Temporary or permanent signs erected by public utility companies or construction companies in the 

performance of their professional duties; and
c. Temporary signs necessary to prevent an immediate threat to public health and safety.

2. "Right-of-way" shall mean the land contiguous to a City of Fishers street, extending a minimum of 
twenty (20) feet from the centerline of the street, pursuant to Indiana Code § 8-20-1-15, and shall 
include additional land which contains sidewalks, multi-use paths, drainage ditches along the road, land 
conspicuously used for the placement of public utilities, and/or directional signs.
a. In the event there is no obvious designation of the right-of-way based upon the above, the term City 

of Fishers right-of-way shall include at least the area between the edge of pavement of a City of 
Fishers street to the farthest of the following distances:
1. The area between the City of Fishers street and the furthest edge of a public trail or sidewalk; or
2. The edge from the City of Fishers street to above-ground utility poles or other utility structures, 

which are installed parallel to the City of Fishers street.
b. Any person seeking the information concerning the width of City of Fishers right-of-way at a specific 

location of a City of Fishers street may contact the Department of Engineering. A request must 
specifically identify the location of the right-of-way by street location.

3. The Director of Planning & Zoning, the Director of Permitting & Inspections, or their designee may 
remove any sign placed or maintained in violation of this Section. Any person designated above may 
remove a sign located within City of Fishers right-of-way or on property owned by the City immediately 
and without notice. Neither the City of Fishers, nor a person designated by the City of Fishers, shall be 
liable to the owner of the sign for the removal of the sign in the City of Fishers right-of-way or on land 
owned by the City.

H. No sign shall be placed on vehicles or trailers which are parked or located for the primary purpose of 
displaying said sign. This does not apply to signs or lettering on buses, taxis or vehicles operating during 
the normal course of business.
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I. Electronic message boards and digital sign panels are prohibited unless otherwise allowed in the UDO.
(Ord. 081919C, 08/19/2019; Ord. 102119C, 10/21/2019)
Effective on: 10/21/2019

Sec. 6.16.6. Free-Standing Signs
 

A. In General 
1. Landscaping shall be provided around the ground sign equal to the square footage of one sign face. 

The landscaping shall be at least 50% evergreen shrubs. Landscaping plans shall be included with the 
permit application.

2. Free-standing signs may be internally, externally, or non-illuminated in non-residential districts. If the 
sign is internally illuminated, light may only project through routed out letters. In residential districts, 
free-standing signs shall use external lighting, reverse (halo-lit) channels or non-illuminated letters only.

3. Free-standing signs shall complement the materials of the community, primary building or non-
residential center, complex, business park or campus on which it is located.

4. A sign shall be located no closer than five (5) feet to the property line.
5. Height. The maximum height for free-standing signs is measured from the grade of the sign to the top 

of the lettering. The overall height allowed for the sign may be increased by 25% for architectural 
elements that extend above the lettering height.

6. Existing Pole Signs. An existing pole sign that was permitted within special districts encompassing the 
I-69 highway interchange may be replaced with an Integrated Center Sign (see also Sec. 6.16.6.F. 
Integrated Center Signs) The maximum sign area shall be 240 square feet, with an overall height of 28 
feet. To replace an existing pole sign, a written request and permit application must be submitted to the 
Department for review.

B. Signs Located at a Subdivision/Condominium/Apartment Complex 

A ground mounted sign that defines the entrance to a subdivision, condominium or apartment complex.
Location

Number of signs per subdivision entrance Either one (1) with two (2) facing, or two (2) signs with one (1) facing 
each

Placement Allowed at an intersecting right-of-way
Size 

Sign area (max) per face 32 sf
Height Sec. 6.16.6.A.6. 6’

C. Signs Located in the Interior of a Subdivision
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A ground mounted sign located at the entrance to an individual neighborhood within a larger subdivision.
Location

Number of signs Either one (1) with two (2) facing, or two (2) signs with one (1) facing 
each.

Placement Allowed at an intersecting right-of-way.
Size 

Sign area (max) per face 16 sf
Height Sec. 6.16.6.A.6. 3’

D. Signature Monuments 

A sign that is located at the entrance to a subdivision or apartment complex that is mounted on a signature monument. This 
monument shall be designed to enhance the identity of the community. Examples of signature monuments, include, but are not 

limited to: a fountain, clock tower, masonry gazebo, outdoor plaza with water feature, etc.
Location

Number of signature monuments per subdivision 1

Placement At an intersection of two (2) collector streets or higher classification 
roadways

Size 
Sign Area (max) per face 32 sf
Height Sec.6.16.6.A.6. 6’

Miscellaneous
Signature monuments shall be reviewed by the PUD Committee for approval within a PUD District.

E. Ground Signs Located on Lots with Non-Residential Uses
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A ground mounted sign with two (2) faces located on a standalone lot that is not part of an integrated center.
Property FrontageAllocation 0-250 ft. 250-500 ft. > 500 ft.

Number of signs per lot 1 2* 2*
Size 

Sign area (maximum) per face 32 sf 32 sf each or one (1) 60 sf 
sign

45 sf each or one (1) 90 sf 
sign.

Height Sec. 6.16.6.A.6. 6’ 6’ each or one (1) at 8’ 7’ each or one (1) 10 ft.
Miscellaneous

Ground signs may contain an area for changeable copy; however, no more than 25% of the sign area shall be changeable copy.
*Ground signs on the same street frontage shall be separated by a minimum distance of 200 lineal ft. between signs on the same lot

F. Signs Located at Integrated Center 

A permanent ground mounted sign with multiple tenant signs erected on a single sign structure. An Integrated Center Sign in lieu of 
individual or multiple ground signs.

Property Frontage

Frontage Requirement
1. 37 – 141st St. 

to I-69 
(Exhibit A)

126th, 131st, and 
141st St. within the 

SR. 37 Corridor 
(Exhibit A)

96th St., Hague 
Rd., & South 
Lantern Rd. 
(Exhibit B)

Other 5-acre sites 
along primary 

arterials

Other 5-acre sites 
along a secondary 

street

Min frontage to qualify* 1,320’ 660’ 660’ none none
SIZE 

Sign area (maximum) per face 240 sf 180 sf 180 sf 180 sf 90 sf
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Height (max) Sec. 6.16.6.A.5. 28’ 20’ 20’ 20’ 10’
MISCELLANEOUS

1. Integrated developments having a 2nd entrance on a primary arterial may be permitted a 2nd integrated sign provided both signs 
are reduced in area by 50%.

2. Lots within the integrated center development shall be permitted one (1) additional 32 sf ground sign, with an overall height of 5 
ft. Individual lot signs shall be located along an internal street within the integrated center, and not along the perimeter street.

* Frontage may include multiple adjacent property owners

EXHIBIT A
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EXHIBIT B

Effective on: 7/20/2018

Sec. 6.16.7. Wall Signs
 

A. Description
A wall sign is a sign attached flat to or mounted away from but parallel to the building wall. Wall mounted 
signs shall be individually mounted letters affixed directly on a wall or on an internal raceway. Cabinet signs 
will be permitted if they are mounted flush with the façade of the building and use routed out letters with 
internal illumination.

B. General Requirements 
1. Sign Construction. Permanent signs shall be constructed of materials, including but not limited to, 

metal, wood, acrylic, or other durable weatherproof materials. Painted or vinyl signs may be approved 
when the sign design is compatible with the building design.

2. Sign Removal or Replacement. When a sign is removed, all brackets, poles, and other structural 
elements that supported the sign shall also be completely removed. The property owner shall restore all 
holes and affected building surfaces to match the adjacent portion of the building.

3. Sign Integration. All signs shall be designed as an integral part of the overall building design and shall 
be in a manner consistent with the building’s design.

4. No sign shall be placed in or on an architectural designed area of a primary structure that is created for 
the sole purpose of gaining more signage or additional height for the wall sign.

5. Frontage on Two (2) or More Streets. A building on a lot that has frontage on more than one (1) street 
shall be allowed the authorized sign area on each street; provided, that the permitted sign areas may 
not be accumulated on one (1) street and shall not exceed the allowed sign area of any one (1) street.
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6. Primary Frontage and Secondary Frontages. When building has frontage on two (2) or more streets, 
one of the frontages is a primary frontage and the other(s) are considered secondary frontages. The 
allowable sign area on secondary frontages must be reduced by 25% of what is allowed on the primary 
frontage.

7. Transfer to Non-Frontage Walls. If a permitted wall sign is transferred to an elevation with no frontage, 
the allowable sign area on the non-frontage wall shall be reduced by 25%.

8. Corner Buildings. Signs located on adjacent walls on the same building shall be separated at the 
corners of the building with adequate spacing to avoid a bookend design at the corner of a building (see 
image below).

9. Staggered Buildings. If the secondary frontage, elevation B (as shown in the following image), is not 
greater than or equal to the primary frontage, elevation A, then elevation B does not qualify as sign 
frontage; see the following diagram.

10. Sign Area Computation. The area of signs shall be calculated according to the following (see image):
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a. The area of a sign shall be measured within a single continuous perimeter of not more than eight (8) 
straight lines enclosing the extreme limits of writing, representation, emblem, or any figure of similar 
character, together with any material or color forming an integral part of the display or used to 
differentiate the sign from the background against which it is placed.

b. In the case of a sign designed with more than one (1) exterior surface (e.g., 2 sides), the area shall 
be computed as including only the maximum single display surface that is visible from any ground 
position at one (1) time.

c. The supports, uprights, or structure on which any sign is supported shall not be included in 
determining the sign area unless the supports, uprights, or structures are designed in a manner as 
to form an integral background of the display.

11. Increased Signage Area Allowed. Two (2) story buildings, or less, featuring at least 50% 
unpainted/unglazed brick or natural stone materials, on all frontages, may receive a 10% increase in the 
maximum wall sign area allowed.

12. Secondary Sign. Within the allowable sign area, a business may incorporate the use of a cabinet sign 
as a secondary sign. Secondary signs are limited to 20% of the allowable sign area.

13. Sign Color. In any instance where corporate colors (striping) are used on buildings or accessory 
structures, in continuation of a wall sign, the total wall sign allowance shall be reduced by 50 %.

14. Sign Illumination. Wall signs may be illuminated with external, internal, or reverse (back-lit) channel 
illumination.

15. Electrical Raceways and Conduits. Electrical raceways and conduits shall be placed so that they are 
not within Public View. Where this is physically impractical, or doing so would damage significant 
architectural features or materials, this requirement may be waived provided all raceways, conduits, and 
similar devices are designed in a way that they appear to be part of the overall sign or building design.

C. Wall Signs (Single-Level Buildings)
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Tenant frontageAllocation
< 50 ft. 50 - 100 ft. > 100 ft.

Signs per frontage for single-tenant buildings or 
multi-tenant buildings with shared entrances 1 2 3

Signs per frontage, multi-tenant buildings with 
independent customer entrances

1
per tenant space

2
per tenant space

3
per tenant space

Size 
Area of each sign on primary frontage (maximum) 1.5 sf per lineal foot of frontage
Total sign area allowed on primary frontage 
(maximum) 300 sf

Area of each sign on a secondary frontage 
(maximum)

Not to exceed 75% of the allowable square footage on the primary sign. Primary 
sign area must be reduced by the size of each secondary frontage sign.

D. Wall Signs (Multi-Level Buildings)

Building floor areaAllocation
< 50,000 sf > 50,000 sf at least 3 levels

Signs per frontage (primary sign) 2 3
Signs for additional retail tenant spaces 1 per ground floor tenant space
Signage shall be located above the windows on the highest floor or above the customer entrances on the ground floor.

Size 
Total primary sign area (max) 150 sf 300 sf
Area of each retail tenant sign (max) 50 sf
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E. Awning & Canopy Signs 

A sign attached flat to an awning or canopy. An awning or canopy sign is permitted for commercial buildings, in lieu of a permitted wall 
sign for tenant spaces located on the 1st floor only.

Size
Maximum size of the sign area on an awning shall be equal to the sign area permitted by the wall sign standards

Miscellaneous
Only the sign area of an awning or canopy may be illuminated. The balance of the awning or canopy shall be opaque to prevent the 
transmission of light. If the entire awning or canopy is illuminated, then the entire awning/canopy shall count towards the allowable 
sign area.

F. Pedestrian Blade Signs

A sign attached directly to a supporting building at a right angle. Such sign may be suspended from an arm or bracket, or may be 
directly mounted to a building wall or the underside of a canopy, a ceiling, or awning. Pedestrian blade signs are encouraged for 

tenants within a multi-tenant building.
Location

Signs per ground floor tenant space or second floor space tenant having a ground floor entrance 1
Distance between bottom of sign and existing grade (minimum) 8’
Distance projected from the wall (maximum)* 3’

Size
Sign Area (max) 4 sf
Pedestrian Blade Signs do not count towards the overall allowable wall sign area

Miscellaneous
Blade signs shall be of the same orientation, design and color for the building to create a sense of uniformity for the sidewalk-scape 
along each building’s façade.
Pedestrian blade signs shall be non-illuminated.
If the sign projects into the right-of-way, the owner may be required to file for an encroachment permit, submit proof of insurance and 
certified engineered drawings detailing how the sign is attached to the building.

Sec. 6.16.8. Temporary Signs
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A. General Requirements
1. Temporary signs shall require a Temporary Sign Permit unless otherwise stated herein.
2. Temporary signs for applicants which are non-profit organizations or otherwise tax-exempt shall have 

no permit fee, provided they comply with all other requirements of this Article.
3. Temporary signs for tenants waiting on the installation of an approved permanent sign are allowed 

without permit fee for up to 30 days, provided they are placed in the same location as the approved 
permanent sign and comply with all other requirements of this Article.

4. Temporary signs greater than 32 square feet in sign area which are displayed longer than six (6) 
months shall be required to install landscaping. Required landscaping shall be at least 50% evergreen. 
Landscaping plans must be included for review as part of the sign permit application.

5. Temporary signs must be removed upon conclusion of their permitted display duration and may not be 
issued another permit for a minimum of 30 days, unless otherwise approved by the director.

6. Freestanding temporary signs shall only be placed in yards with road frontage.
7. Temporary signs shall be located outside of the public right-of-way, wholly on private property, and at 

least 10 feet from the edge of road pavement.
8. Temporary signs shall not be located within medians.
9. Temporary signs shall not interfere with pedestrian traffic or any existing ADA-accessible features.

10. Nothing in this Article shall be construed as approval to place a sign on private property not owned by 
the applicant.

11. Temporary signs shall be non-illuminated unless otherwise stated herein.
12. Temporary signs for special events or grand openings may be allowed as part of a Temporary Use 

Permit. See Sec. 5.8.2E. Special Events and Sec. 5.8.2E.3. Grand Openings.
 
B.  Post Signs on Residential Lots

A freestanding sign constructed of rigid materials intended to be displayed for a designated period. This does not include signs 
otherwise described in this Article.

Location Quantity (Max) Area (Max) Height 
(Max) Duration Permit 

Required
Residential lots less than 3 
acres 1 per frontage 6 sf (each) 5’ No

Residential lots 3 acres or 
more 1 per frontage 32 sf (each) 6’

Removed within 
14 days after sale 

or lease of the 
property

Yes, if greater 
than 6 sf

Subdivision
1 per major entrance, or 1 
per corner of an external 

intersection
32 sf (each) 6’

Removed within 
14 days of 
completed 

Yes
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construction or 
abandoned 

development

Model home 2 per frontage 32 sf 
(aggregate) 5’

During the time 
the model home 

is available to the 
public

Yes

C. Yard Signs on Residential Lots

 
A freestanding sign constructed of lightweight and/or non-durable materials intended to be displayed for a short period. This does not 

include signs otherwise described in this Article.

 Location  Quantity (Max)  Area (Max) Height (Max)  Duration  Permit Required
 Residential lots  1 per frontage  6 sf (each)  3'  30 Days  No

 
D.  Post Signs on Non-Residential Lots

A freestanding sign constructed of rigid materials with buried supports intended to be displayed for a designated period. This does not 
include signs otherwise described in this Article.

Location Quantity 
(Max) Area (Max) Height (Max) Duration Permit 

Required
Frontage along State 1 per frontage 64 sf 10’ Removed within 14 days after Yes
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Road 37 and Interstate 69 sale or lease of the subject 
property

Along all other frontages 1 per frontage 32 sf 6’
Removed within 14 days after 

sale or lease of the subject 
property

Yes

E. Yard Signs on Non-Residential Lots

 
A freestanding sign constructed of lightweight and/or non-durable materials intended to be displayed for a short period. This does not 

include signs otherwise described in this Article.

 Location  Quantity (Max)  Area (Max)  Height (Max) Duration  Permit Required
 Street frontage  1 per frontage  6 sf  3'  30 Days  No

 
F. Banner Signs on Non-Residential Lots

 
A hanging or mounted sign constructed of vinyl, fabric, or similar material intended to be displayed for a designated period. This does 

not include signs otherwise described in this Article.

Note: May not be attached to fences, balconies, or railings.

 Location Quantity (Max) Area (Max) Height (Max) Duration Permit Required 






